
May 2015 Message for Congregations and Lay
and Rostered Leaders:

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ -
I thank my God every time I remember you... (Philippians

1:3).

This year I am inviting you to reflect on portions of Paul's
letter, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi
(1:1b), as you gather for church council, adult study, youth
group, coffee group and are engaged in learning, discern-
ment and reflection together. Relying heavily on the writ-
ings of Fred Craddock and of David Lose, each article will
include a brief reflection on a Scripture passage, questions
for reflection and discussion, and a prayer. I encourage
you, as we begin, to read Paul's letter in its entirety in one
sitting; remembering as you read that this is a letter - of
Paul - to a church.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Finally, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord. Philip-
pians 3:1a

Earlier I referred to Paul's correspondence with the Philip-
pians as a love letter, not in the romantic sense but rather
as an example of the Christian love displayed between a
community and its leader. Others have called this "Paul's
letter of friendship" to capture much the same thing. But we
might also call it the "letter of joy," as rejoicing is one of its
key themes. Indeed, Paul talks about rejoicing several
times in his letter, each time expanding for the Philippians
and for us just what he means. Several things to note:

First, rejoicing isn't dependent on circumstances - one
can rejoice whether things are going well or not. Hence,
in 1:18, Paul rejoices that Christ is being proclaimed
even though the motives of some of those proclaiming
him may be rather sketchy.

Second, while rejoicing is something one can do alone, it
seems more naturally a group activity. It appears that there
is something about rejoicing that inherently responds to
and derives from Christian fellowship and community. So
Paul in this verse and others (2:18, 4:4) invites the Philippi-
ans to do this together and with him.

Third, rejoicing is not only something we can do with each
other, but also for each other. That is, rejoicing not only
reflects our life in community but encourages and supports
it. So when we rejoice we may celebrate the accomplish-
ments and blessings of another or we may console and
encourage another and in this way share our joy with them.
In either case, rejoicing becomes a way to connect with
others in our community.

Fourth, rejoicing seems closely linked to gratitude. Rejoic-
ing, that is, is recognizing the goodness - of God, circum-
stances, or each other - and allowing that recognition to
permeate our whole lives.

Fifth, for this reason rejoicing is something that can be
practiced. While we may think gratitude and joy are sponta-
neous attitudes, we can actually make the attempt to "count
our blessings" and "choose joy" and in this way not only
grow in our capacity to give thanks and experience joy but
also live into the transformative power of gratitude. No
wonder Paul will write not just "rejoice" but "I will say it
again: rejoice!" Like anything worthwhile, rejoicing takes
practice.

Sixth and finally, for Paul there is a particular emphasis on
rejoicing "in the Lord." If there is one thing that distinguish-
es joy from happiness it may be that Christian joy is rooted
in the hope and confidence that stems from God's outpour-
ing of love we see in Christ's cross and resurrection.
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So there it is. Not much left to say except, perhaps, "Finally,
my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord!"

Read and Reflect: Philippians 2:19-3:1a
Discuss and Reflect:
What in this reading leads you to say, "I wonder about...", or,
"I noticed..."

Comment on the following: ...rejoicing isn't dependent on
circumstances - one can rejoice whether things are going
well or not.

When have you or your faith community rejoiced in spite of
limitations - struggles? Comment on the following: ... while
rejoicing is something one can do alone, it seems
more naturally a group activity. It appears that there is
something about rejoicing that inherently responds to and
derives from Christian fellowship and community.

Share examples from your experience of the truth of this
statement.

Pray together: Gracious God, let our lives be filled with the
gratitude and joy that comes from rejoicing in all that we have
in and through you. In Jesus' name. Amen.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen
(Philippians 4:23).

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy
Spirit (Romans 15:13).

In Christ Jesus - Shalom,
+Larry

The Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer,
Bishop Synod of Alberta and the Territories
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada

It's Never Too Late to Pray

Clarence Reimer

Clarence Reimer's first impressions of King's Garden, where
he became vice president of finance in 1965, didn't produce
the kind of memories he would want to paste in a scrapbook.
Yet here he was suddenly in the ministry that local
businessman Mike Martin had founded 14 years before. Mike,
along with scores of Christian volunteers, had transformed

the aging Firlands Sanitarium into a new home for Christian
schools, senior residences, and a thriving radio station. Now
for four years after Mike's passing, the organization had
seemed to plateau.

Clarence and his wife, Rosaline, came from Manitoba,
Canada, in 1947 to attend Grace College in Omaha,
Nebraska, where at 25 and needing a job to pay for school,
Clarence looked at Swift & Company, a national meat packing
firm. The prospects couldn't have been worse. The company
had recently laid off all of its part-time employees. Even so
Clarence hopped on a bus one Saturday morning to see the
firm about a job.

"I knew even before getting on the bus that the company
never hired on Saturday. Yet that morning I prayed, 'Lord you
know our situation.' A staff person reviewed Clarence's
application and noted his familiarity with business and that
he had helped his father run the family's implement and
fertilizer shop. He was hired on the spot.

Clarence impressed his employers right away, often working
into the night to make sure his work was without a single error.
They asked him to stay, even offering to pay for his education.
But Clarence graciously declined. "I had to follow the Lord's
calling," he said, a calling that led him and Rosaline to West
Indies Mission in Homer City, Pennsylvania, and later to
Manitoba.

In 1971 Clarence was asked to become president of King's
Garden. He recalled, "I did not accept the board's offer for
several months. I took the position while on a trip to Israel
with Dr. C. Dorr Demaray, then president of Seattle Pacific
College. While he and I prayed together in the Garden of
Gethsemane I became willing to take the King's Garden job,
believing 'your will, oh Lord.'

"When I came to King's Garden, one of my first conversations
was with a staff member who asked, 'Why did you come
here?' I soon learned the harsh reality that salaries had not
been paid on time. This gentleman made sure to tell me, 'You
won't be paid either.'

"I didn't know what to think. Not only were employees going
without paychecks, but the organization's bills were going
unpaid." Clarence quickly embarked on a walk of faith. "More
than once I had delivered a five-dollar check to a vendor or
supplier to whom we owed money telling them to 'have faith
in us.'

"I knew there were many people who believed in King's
Garden. Our radio station, KGDN-AM, had a great following."

Though money was critical to King's Garden, it wasn't
Clarence's ultimate concern. He knew, for instance, that



money wasn't a substitute for acquiring the priceless wisdom
of trusted friends.

"I asked David Weyerhauser, a Christian businessman and
head of the prominent wood products company, to join our
board of directors. He couldn't get over the fact that I wasn't
asking him for money, but rather his expertise."

Meanwhile at King's Garden, the pressure was mounting.
Funds were tight. Salaries remained unpaid. Morale among
the staff of 200 was lower than ever. "It was not an easy time
for Clarence, yet he never stopped praying," said Rosaline.
"He prayed a path in his carpet, walking around his desk."

"The time had come for me to encourage and assure the
King's Garden family," Clarence said. At an all-staff chapel,
he announced, "Each of you will be paid. Each of you will
receive your salary on time."

"Pay day arrived, and we weren't going to make it. I closed
my door and pled with the Lord to honor my commitment. Two
days later, a check arrived from the government that typically
never came that early in the month, a check large enough to
cover the entire King's Garden payroll that month."

Under his leadership, something very good and very lasting
began to happen at King's Garden.

"We put each ministry on its own budget and successfully
hired people who met high qualifications," explained
Clarence, who oversaw the sale of bonds to finance some
needed capital improvements. New school busses replaced
older vehicles. New buildings, including senior citizen
apartments, nursing facilities and a new gymnasium went up.
The purchase of Island Lake and Miracle ranch camps
opened up new life-changing opportunities for thousands of
youth. King's Garden added an FM station. A new
international ministry, Medicine for Missions, grew to become
World Concern.

As King's Garden became known as CRISTA ("Christianity
in Action") in the 1970s, Clarence and his administrative team
nurtured a thriving senior residence community that
welcomed the construction of Cristwood, which today is home
to 250 residents.

God blesses good business," explained Clarence who retired
as a CRISTA president in 1987.

With an abundance of free time, he invested his leadership
experience and financial expertise to help found Evangelical
Christians for Financial Accountability. Begun in 1979, ECFA
is committed to helping Christ-centered organizations earn
the public's trust through developing and maintaining
standards of accountability that convey God-honoring ethical
practices.

But it's really another "mission statement" for which Clarence
Reimer would like to be known: "May I never boast except in
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world
has been crucified to me, and I to the world' (Galatians 6:14).

That's a priceless legacy for a servant-leader who realized
it's never too late to pray.

The Story Lives On . . .

What is one of the most remarkable ways the Lord has
answered your prayers?

How do you most need to hear His voice today?

Who can pray with you as you take your requests to the Lord?

Pastor Rick and Susan will be on holidays from
July 5 thru July 23



Faith Country Shared Ministry
Summer Worship Schedule

Bethania Lutheran Church, Sedgewick

Hope Lutheran Church, Forestburg

St. John’s Anglican Church, Sedgewick

Trinity Lutheran Church, Lougheed

July 5, thru August 9, August 23 & 30 No Services
August 16 Song Service @ 11:15 AM
September 6 Regular Schedule resumes @ 11:15 AM

July 5, 19, August 2, 16 & 30 No Service
July 12 Lay service @ 9:15 AM
July 26, August 9 & 23 Communion Service @ 9:15 AM
September 13 Regular schedule resumes @ 9:15 AM

July 5, 12, 19, August 2, 16, & 30 No Service
July 26 Special Commemorative Service & picnic

at All Saints. Lougheed (museum site) @
11:30 AM

August 9 Holy Eucharist @ 11:15 AM
August 23 Morning Prayer @ 11:15 AM
September 13 Regular schedule resumes @ 11:15 AM

July 5, thru August 9, August 23 & 30 No Services
August 16 Song Service @ 9:30 AM
September 6 Regular Schedule resumes @ 9:30 AM


