
October 2015 Message for Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ –

I thank my God every time I remember you… (Philippians 1:3).

This year I am inviting you to reflect on portions of Paul’s letter, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi (1:1b),
 as you gather for church council, adult study, youth group, coffee group and are engaged in learning, discernment and
reflection together.  Relying heavily on the writings of Fred Craddock and of David Lose, each article will include a brief
reflection on a Scripture passage, questions for reflection and discussion, and a prayer.  I encourage you, as we begin, to
read Paul’s letter in its entirety in one sitting; remembering as you read that this is a letter – of Paul – to a church.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Let your gentleness be known to everyone.   Philippians 4:5a

“Gentleness” is one of those words I’m not completely sure what to do with.

It’s not that I don’t have any idea what it means; it’s more that it feels like its meaning has been narrowed by our popular
use of the word. We want to find a laundry detergent that is gentle on our clothing, a soap that is gentle to our skin. We
want grandmas to be gentle and we sing that baby Jesus was sweet, gentle, and kind.

So what does it mean, then, for us to “let our gentleness be known to everyone”?  I worry that when a lot of us hear this
we think it means that Christians should be vanilla – you know, not causing a stir. Or worse, we take this as an invitation
to be milquetoast, to be a doormat, never complaining, letting others walk all over us.

The Greek word Paul uses can certainly be translated as gentle and mild, but it can also be translated as lenient, fair,
equitable, suitable, and reasonable.

That changes things a bit for me.

  It’s like Paul is saying, stay confident even when things are difficult. Or, be reasonable with everyone. Or, as Eugene
Peterson translates it in The Message, “Make it as clear as you can to all you meet that you’re on their side, working with
them and not against them.”

That makes more sense to me. That one product of our joy in the Lord – of knowing God’s grace and being able to share
it with others – is a certain confidence about our life and our relationships, a reliable trust in God that allows us to be fair,
to be reasonable, to be kind to others rather than imagine them as competitors or, perhaps worse, as a means to an end.

That strikes me, in fact, as a potentially strong witness to what it means to be a Christian: to so trust God with our lives
and future what we can be fair, be reasonable, be on side of those around us.  Why? Because God has promised us the
future, which frees us to spend ourselves generously and confidently in the present.

Read and Reflect: Philippians 4:5a



Discuss and Reflect:

What in this reading leads you to say, “I wonder about…”, or, “I noticed…”

        Comment on the following: The Greek word Paul uses can certainly be translated as gentle and mild, but it can also
be translated as lenient, fair, equitable, suitable, and reasonable.

        Comment on the following: …as Eugene Peterson translates it in The Message, “Make it as clear as you can to all you
meet that you’re on their side, working with them and not against them.”

Share what it means to you that: God has promised us the future, which frees us to spend ourselves generously and
confidently in the present.

Pray together: Gracious God, so root us in trust in you that we worry less about ourselves and our future and instead give
ourselves to serving others.  Amen.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.  Amen (Philippians 4:23).

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit
(Romans 15:13).

In Christ Jesus –
Shalom,
+Larry

The Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer, Bishop
Synod of Alberta and the Territories
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada
Spirit -Led Leadership  -  Hope-Filled Discipleship  -  Innovative Tradition  -  Collaborative Partnerships

Thanksgiving Thoughts

This month we will all pause and observe a day our nation sets aside
as a holiday. It is “Thanksgiving Day.” Hopefully all Canadians will
pause to remember just how grateful they should be for the privileges
and blessings afforded us. It is doubtful that will happen because of
the decided turn toward secular humanism our government and
society has taken.

It hasn’t always been that way. In 1863, a noble statesman from
Kentucky wrote the following Thanksgiving Proclamation. Abraham
Lincoln wrote:

It is the duty of nations as well as of man to own their dependence upon the overruling power of God; to
confess their sins and transgressions in humble sorrow, yet with assured hope that genuine repentance will

lead to mercy and pardon; and to recognize the sublime truth, announced in the Holy Scriptures and proven by
all history, that those nations are blessed whose God is the Lord.

We know that by His divine law, nations, like individuals, are subjected to punishments and chastisements in
this world. May we not justly fear that the awful calamity of civil war which now desolates the land may be a
punishment inflicted upon us for our presumptuous sins, to the needful end of our national reformation as a

whole people?

We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of heaven; we have been preserved these many years in
peace and prosperity; we have grown in numbers, wealth and power as no other nation has ever grown.

But we have forgotten God. We have forgotten the gracious hand which preserved us in peace and multiplied
and enriched and strengthened us, and we have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that all
these blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own. Intoxicated with unbroken



success, we have become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too
proud to pray to the God that made us.

It has seemed to me fit and proper that God should be solemnly, reverently and gratefully acknowledged, as
with one heart and one voice, by the whole American people. I do therefore invite my fellow citizens in every
part of the United States, and also those who are at sea and those who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set
apart and observe the last Thursday of November, a day of Thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent Father

Who dwelleth in the heavens. — A. Lincoln, 1863

Let us be thankful every day, and especially this season of the year. When we gather as families on Thanksgiving
Day, let us be truly thankful for the benevolence God has lavishly poured out on us.

Bishop’s Corner

Finding courage to create
culture of invitation

It has been a very active
summer in the diocese of
Edmonton. There have been all the usual activities of the church, plus Vacation Bible Schools and the return of
Base. In addition we have seen our farmers daily with unpredictable weather and drought. We have had this
place people from northern Saskatchewan here in Cold Lake while they waited to hear what the fires were
doing at home.

In all our joys and sorrows the church has been present and active. Now we move into the fall. I have had the
opportunity this summer to talk to about 120 people across the diocese about "Seasons of Invitation". As many
of you know, we have been working with Michael Harvey from the UK since our first Back to Church Sunday.
This year we are further developing our culture of invitation across all parishes in the diocese.

Inviting people to join us in community is a natural part of our lives as disciples committed to building up the
body. Even if the people we invite say "no", well, we may have planted a seed, and seeds take time. The
purpose of invitation is to invite--the response is outside our control.

Through our baptism we are called to "proclaim by word and example the good news of
God in Christ". Our worship, our community events, Vacation Bible Schools, camps and
caring for others are very practical ways we can do this. I wonder what your
proclamation of the gospel looks like? Are you a "keep it secret, keep it safe" person, or
more of a "go ahead and tell everybody"?

Often we look into the far distance for opportunities when, in reality, there are
opportunities close at hand in our neighbourhoods, our circle of friends, our workplaces
and in our families. We have something infinitely precious to share and to proclaim. May
God grant us the courage to do so.

In Christ,
+Jane, Diocese of Edmonton

*Reprinted from “The Messenger”, September 2015
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The Animate series starts on October 7 @
7:30 PM - Hope, Forestburg

A Church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and complained that it made no sense to go to
church every Sunday. “I've gone for 30 years now,” he wrote, “and in that time I have heard something like
3,000 sermons, but for the life of me, I can't remember a single one of them so, I think I'm wasting my time
and the priests are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all.”
This started a real controversy in the 'Letters to the Editor' column. Much to the delight of the editor, it went
on for weeks until someone wrote this clincher: “I've been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife has
cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the life of me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of those
meals. But I do know this... They all nourished me and gave me the strength I needed to do my work. If my
wife had not given me these meals, I would be physically dead today. Likewise, if I had not gone to church for
nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today!' When you are DOWN to nothing.… God is UP to something!
Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible and receives the impossible! Thank God for our physical AND
our spiritual nourishment!
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

 1 
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
Bethania Council Meeting 

 

 2 
 

 3 
 

 4 
11:15 AM - 12:15 PM 

Bethania Communion Service 
 

 5 
 

 6 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Flagstaff Lodge Service 
 

 7 
7:30 PM - 9:00 PM 

Animate Study Series Begins 
(Hope, Forestburg) 

 

 8 
10:00 AM - 10:30 AM 

GHCC Service 
 

 9 
 

 10 
 

 11 
9:15 AM - 10:15 AM Hope 
Communion Service 

11:15 AM - 12:15 PM St. 
John's Eucharist Service 

 

 12 
 

 13 
 

 14 
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Hope 
Council meets 

8:30 PM - 9:30 PM Hope 
Anniversary Committee 

 

 15 
 

 16 
 

 17 
East Central Conference 
Convention St. Peter's, 

Millet 
 

 18 
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Trinity 
SOW 
11:15 AM - 12:15 PM 

Bethania SOW 
 

 19 
 

 20 
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
Lutheran Cluster Meeting 
 

 21 
7:00 PM - 7:30 PM BKV 
Service 
 

 22 
7:30 PM - 9:00 PM FCSM 
Council meets at Hope 
 

 23 
 

 24 
 

 25 
9:15 AM - 10:15 AM Hope 

Communion Service 
11:15 AM - 12:15 PM 
Morning Prayer (St. John's) 

 

 26 
 

 27 
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM KHC 

Protestant Communion 
Service 
 

 28 
 

 29 
 

 30 
 

 31 
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11:15 AM - 12:15 PM 
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 17 
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
Lutheran Cluster Meeting 
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 21 
 

 22 
9:15 AM - 10:15 AM Hope 
Communion Service 
11:15 AM - 12:15 PM 

Morning Prayer (St. John's) 
 

 23 
 

 24 
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM Battle 
River Deanery Meeting (TBA) 
 

 25 
7:00 PM - 7:30 PM BKV 
Service 
 

 26 
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 28 
 

 29 
3:00 PM - 3:30 PM KHC 

Worship - Lutheran 
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