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Dear Beloved of God –
Soon we will be gathering across our Synod, the
ELCIC, and indeed, around the world to
Commemorate the 500th Anniversary of the
Reformation.
Already much has taken place, for example: the
Common Prayer service in Lund, Sweden in October
2016 with His Holiness Pope Francis, Rev. Dr. Martin
Junge – General Secretary of the LWF and Bishop
Munib Younan – President of the Lutheran World
Federation; and of course, the international Lutheran
Commemoration during the 12th Assembly of the
Lutheran World Federation in Namibia this past May.
Closer to home and within our Synod two Hymn
Festivals were held in Calgary and in Edmonton
using the Hymn Festival commissioned for our 2016
Synod Convention.  I know of many other
congregations who have used or will be using this
Hymn Festival, too, within their own context and
inviting their sisters and brothers in Christ from other
congregations to join them.
Already in Lent 2016 Roman Catholics and
Lutherans in Edmonton gathered for study,
conversation and Evening Prayer focusing on the
joint Roman Catholic
and Lutheran
document, From
Conflict to
Communion.  And this
past year with a
resource prepared by
the ELCIC and
Roman Catholics,
Together in Christ,
other Roman
Catholics and
Lutherans from across
the Synod gathered

during Lent or at another time.
Many lecture series, workshops, presentations and
worship are being prepared for this October.
Wonderful! As these are further opportunities for
learning, reflection and relationship building.
Please do forward posters or information to the
Synod Office for inclusion in Wednesday’s Word.
And I pray that many will gather for three ‘larger’
events within our Synod, Common Prayer, together
with the Roman Catholics and Anglicans:
● Sunday, October 29, 2017 5:00 pm Cathedral

Church of the Redeemer, Calgary with Bishop
William McGrattan, Archbishop Greg Kerr-Wilson
and myself.

● Monday, October 30, 2017 7:00 pm All Saints
Anglican Cathedral, Edmonton with Archbishop
Richard Smith, Bishop Jane Alexander and
myself.

● Thursday, November 16th, 2017 7:00 pm Sacred
Heart Cathedral, Whitehorse with Bishop Hector
Vila, Bishop Larry Robertson and myself.

Similar Common Prayer services are happening
across Canada.

 October 2017

October  2017 Message for Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders

Reformation 500

Come celebrate the 500th anniversary
of the Reformation.

Sunday, October 29th at 10:30 AM

St. John’s Anglican Church

Potluck luncheon to follow.
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A Monkey and a Typewriter

How long would it take lifeless chemicals
under ideal conditions to evolve into a
living protozoan? Answer: it could never
happen!

Let's simplify the problem. How long
would it take a monkey, pounding
irrationally and randomly at a typewriter,
to come up with the words of Genesis 1:1
(“In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth”)? In fact, let’s
allow a million tireless monkeys to pound
away at record speed (twelve keys a
second) on simplified typewriters with
only capital letters.

Now, try to think of a rock so large that if
the earth were at its center its surface
would touch the nearest star. This star is
so far away that light from it takes more
than four years to get here, traveling
186,000 miles every second.

If a bird came once every million years
and removed an amount equivalent to
the finest grain of sand, four such rocks
would be worn away before the
champion super simians would be
expected to type Genesis 1:1.”
1 The heavens proclaim the glory of God. The skies display his craftsmanship. 2 Day after day they
continue to speak; night after night they make him
known. (Psalm 19:1-2) The Faith Country Chronicle is published

monthly from September through May by the
partners in the Faith Country Shared Ministry:

Hope Lutheran, Forestburg
St. John’s Anglican - Sedgewick

Trinity Lutheran - Lougheed

Web: www.fcsm.ca
Email: pastor@fcsm.ca

Tel: (780)582-2140

I encourage you to join in on the Commemoration.
Invite your neighbor.  Join me in Calgary, Edmonton
and/or Whitehorse as we make this milestone and
perhaps more importantly, look forward.
Rev. Dr. Martin Junge, preaching at the
Commemoration Service of the 500th Anniversary
of the Reformation, Federation of Lutheran Churches
in Switzerland, September 10, 2017 says it well:
“The Reformation continues. But it is not about how
right we are, and how wrong are the others. Instead,
it is about what we have in common in Christ.”

Blessings as you gather to commemorate what we
have in common in Christ.
In Christ Jesus –
Shalom,
+Bishop Larry Kochendorfer

mailto:pastor@fcsm.ca
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The Uniqueness of Jesus Christ

The most unique individual who ever lived is Jesus of Nazareth.
No other man ever lived the life he lived among mortals. He is the
unique of all that is unique. The best word that marks his life is
perfection. Every word, every thought, and every act of his was
flawless. Only those who look at him as just an ordinary man
would deny these premises

His uniqueness was not limited to his human perfection. He left
the glorious eternal abode of God, taking the form of a servant,
was found in fashion as a man (Phil. 2:6-8). As a man his every
thought, word, and deed was flawless. On this earth he shared
the experiences of humanity (Heb. 2:14). While tempted in all
points like others, Jesus is unique in that he alone could truthfully
say, “the prince of the world (Satan) comes and he has nothing
in me” (John 14:30).

More than being a perfect human being, Jesus is also deity. Deity
is ever deity, complete and undiminished. The world into which
Jesus came was his own creation. It was through the Son the
worlds were made (Heb. 1:2). He created and holds all things in
the universe together (vs. 3). He was able to take nothing and
create the intricate and immense universe (Heb. 11:3).

Some view Jesus as a man who was in some sense deity, but
void of any divine powers. We are told Jesus grew physically,
mentally, morally, and spiritually just as a normal human being.
He had to learn facts like others and sometimes indicated ignorance. I wonder, if someone had asked
of Jesus, “How many planets are there in the universe?” would he have had the ability to give an accurate

answer? When he told his disciples of the many
mansions in his father’s house, was he speaking
from personal knowledge, what he had learned,
or was it revealed to him through the Holy Spirit?

The Savior once prayed that the glory he had prior
to his advent to earth would be restored (John
17:5).. Does this not tell us he knew from personal
experience? It is said of him “The one who comes
from heaven is above all, he testifies what he has
seen and heard” (John 3:31-32). There was
nothing ordinary about Jesus other than his
physical appearance. He the unique of all that is
unique.

Do you believe he is what the Bible says he is?
Your entire hope of salvation from past sins,
translation into his kingdom, and your ultimate
salvation depends on it. “If you do not believe that
I am, you will indeed die in your sins” (John 8:24,
NIV).

All Saints Sunday will be celebrated
on:

● November 5, 2017 at Trinity

● November 12, 2017 at Hope
& St. John’s

Like we’ve done in the past this will be
a good opportunity to remember
friends and family who have passed
away.

Thanksgiving Sunday will be celebrated on October
8 & 15 as part of our regular worship service for

those days.

Please bring something from your “harvest” to help
us decorate the sanctuary.
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Canadian Church
Calendars

The new calendars for 2018 are
available for purchase through our
joint Anglican/Lutheran church
supply store.

If you are interested in purchasing
a copy, please let Pastor Rick know
and he will make sure you get your
copy as soon as they’re in.



 

 

 

~ October 2017 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  
Proper 21 (26) (Year A) 

10:30 Trinity Communion 
Service 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
1:30 Animate "Bible" 
Study Series Begins at 
Hope 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
Proper 22 (27) (Year A) 

Thanksgiving Sunday 
(Hope & St. John's) 

9:15 Hope Worship 
Service 

11:15 St. John's Eucharist 
Service 

9  
Canadian Thanksgiving 
Day (Year A) 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
8:00 East Central 
Conference Convention 
(Peace Lutheran Church 
Innisfail\, AB) 

15  
Proper 23 (28) (Year A) 

Thanksgiving Sunday 
(Trinity) 

10:30 Trinity Song Service 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
Proper 24 (29) (Year A) 

9:15 Hope Worship 
Service 

11:15 St John's Morning 
Prayer 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
Proper 25 (30) (Year A) 

10:30 Reformation 
Sunday  Anniversary 
Service & Potluck 
Luncheon (St. John's 
Anglican) 

30  
 

31  
 

Notes: 

 

  



 

 

 

~ November 2017 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  
All Saints Day (Year A) 

2  
7:30 FCSM Council meets 
at Hope 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
All Saints Sunday (Trinity) 

Proper 26 (31) (Year A) 

10:30 Trinity Communion 
Service 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
7:00 Hope Council 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
All Saints Sunday (Hope 
& St. John's) 

Proper 27 (32) (Year A) 

9:15 Hope Worship 
Service 

11:15 St. John's Eucharist 
Service 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
Proper 28 (33) (Year A) 

10:30 Trinity Song Service 

20  
 

21  
1:30 Hope Worship 
Committee 

22  
 

23  
Thanksgiving Day, USA 
(Year A) 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
Reign of Christ - Proper 
29 (34) (Year A) 

9:15 Hope Worship 
Service 

11:15 St John's Morning 
Prayer 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
 

Notes: 

 


