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April 2016
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ –

Throughout 2016 I invite you to reflect with
me on the theme of “Practicing Our Faith” as
you gather for church council, adult study,
youth group, coffee group, choir rehearsal
and are engaged in learning, discernment
and reflection together.  Dorothy Bass has

edited an excellent resource published several years ago by
Jossey-Bass, Practicing Our Faith, which I will be using as a
primary resource.  Together with Don Richter, Dorothy Bass
has also edited a second book, Way to Live: Christian
Practices for Teens, published by Upper Room Books, which
is also an excellent resource. Each article will include a
Scripture reference, thematic reflection, questions for
consideration, and a prayer.   Portions of this article were
also used in the February 2013 Monthly Message for
Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders and the March
2014 edition of the Canada Lutheran.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

In testimony,
people speak truthfully about what they have experienced

and seen,
offering it to the community for the edification of all.

Thomas Hoyt Jr., “Testimony,” Practicing Our Faith

Testimony

Throughout 2008 the Church Council (where I was serving)
and I worked through Diana Butler Bass’, Christianity for the
Rest of Us: How the Neighborhood Church Is Transforming
the Faith (©2006 HarperCollins), at our council meetings.
 Butler Bass, in her extensive three-year study of churches
across the United States, discovered that many mainline
Protestant churches were flourishing in contradiction to
decades of accepted wisdom.  As she delved into the rich
life of various Episcopal, United Methodist, Disciples of
Christ, Presbyterian, United Church of Christ, and Lutheran
congregations, certain consistent practices – such as
hospitality, contemplation, diversity, justice, discernment,
worship – and testimony – emerged as core expressions of

congregations seeking to rediscover authentic Christian faith
and witness today.

I admit I was intrigued by her chapter on testimony which
she defines as ‘talking the walk’ – a sharing of one’s journey
in faith with others during a time of worship – a practice
which began in the early church (see the book of Acts) when
the new believers prayed for boldness in speaking about
God.  In fact, the entire New Testament is a testimony, a
record of experiences that early Christians had with the
transformative power of God.

Unlike the stories of Puritans and revivalists, testimony is
not a spirituality of arrival – of the certainty of securing
eternal life.  Testimony “is the act of getting there.
 Pilgrimage stories.... And, in telling the stories of our lives,
we find we are not alone on the journey.  Other pilgrims are
on this road, too.  Pilgrims have always told stories along
the way.  And, in those stories, we may well hear God ringing
in our ears” (page 142).

What would it be like, we wondered, if individuals from our
community of faith were invited to share a story of faith
with us during worship?  Sharing a brief testimony – much
like many confirmands do when they affirm their baptism
on confirmation Sunday.  Sharing individual stories of being
surprised by God’s love and grace and transformed in
unanticipated ways.  And we wondered if we did so if our
congregation would discover – testify – “to the power of
stories to change us” (page 139), and see anew the
continuing work of the Holy Spirit among us and through
us?

Well, we wondered and we sought individuals to share a
brief testimony as we began worship each month
throughout the year.

And together, we heard “God ringing in our ears.”

Read and Reflect: I Corinthians 1:4-6; Jeremiah 1:6-9

Discuss and Reflect:
What in this reading leads you to say, “I wonder about…”,
or, “I noticed…”
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Consider sharing a story from your faith journey –
emphasizing God’s work, God’s initiative, God’s activity –
and how you were surprised, changed, transformed.

How might testimony be practiced in your ministry context?

Comment on the following: Testimony “is the act of getting
there.  Pilgrimage stories.... And, in telling the stories of our
lives, we find we are not alone on the journey.  Other
pilgrims are on         this road, too.  Pilgrims have always told
stories along the way.  And, in those stories, we may well
hear God ringing in our ears”.

Pray together: Come, Holy Spirit, open our eyes, enter our
hearts, release our tongues to “talk the walk” so that we
might hear You ringing in our ears.  In Jesus’ name we pray.
 Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy
Spirit (Romans 15:13).

In Christ Jesus –
Shalom,
+Larry

The Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer, Bishop
Synod of Alberta and the Territories
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada

Spirit -Led Leadership  -  Hope-Filled Discipleship  -
 Innovative Tradition  -  Collaborative Partnerships

One Sunday morning at a small southern church, the
new pastor called on one of his older deacons to lead
in the opening prayer. The deacon stood up, bowed
his head and said, “Lord, I hat buttermilk.”

The pastor opened one eye and wondered where this
was going. The deacon continued, “Lord, I hate lard."
Now the pastor was totally perplexed. The deacon
continued, "Lord, I ain't too crazy about plain flour. But
after you mix them all together and bake them in a hot
oven I just love biscuits."

"Lord help us to realize when life gets hard, when
things come up that we don't like, whenever we don't
understand what you are doing, that we need to wait
and see what you are making. After you get through
mixing and baking it's probably something even better
than biscuits Amen

Romans 8:28

The Urge to Worship

The urge to worship is an inherent inclination to show
reverence and respect. Sometimes it has nothing to do
with anything biblical, like God. Since man has existed
he has worshipped something – his ancestors, plants,
the moon, stars, sun, trees, fire and even himself.

When men turn from God, Paul said they “exchanged
the truth of God for a lie, and worshipped and served
the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed for
ever” (Rom. 1:25). The creation of images and idols is
known as idolatry – condemned severely in scripture
(1 John 5:21).

Christians worship God alone (Matt. 4:10; John 4:23-
24). Because the Bible has the only true information
about God, the way Christians worship must be dictated
by the truth of God’s word. That worship is not the result
of inward impulse, but conformity to what God himself
has allowed in his word.

But still there is an inward urge to worship. When
trouble strikes, the urge to turn to God is natural. It is
wrong to limit to troublesome times. Jeremiah rebuked
the idolatrous Jews as those who, “say to a stock, Thou
art my father; and to a stone, Thou hast brought me
forth: for they have turned their back unto me, and not
their face; but in the time of their trouble they will say,
Arise, and save us” (Jer. 2:27).

Whether it be idolatry or infidelity, it satisfies only in
tranquil and prosperous times. No sooner does trouble
come, than the deep conviction of the existence of a
God, which is the witness for Him in our heart, resumes
its authority, and man prays.

Christians also have an impulse to worship when their
hearts are filled with joy. The Psalmist expressed it thus:
“Then will I go unto the altar of God, unto God my
exceeding joy . . .” (Ps 43:4).

Today we assemble to offer to God the praise of
worship so justly due to him. Whether it is from the
burden of hurt we feel or the joy experienced, let us
benefit from the greatest privilege ever offered to a
rational being – an opportunity to worship and praise
our God.
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