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Dear Beloved of God –

The season of Area Gatherings (formerly Conference 
Conventions) is upon us.

As I write the Northern Area Gathering and the East/West 
Central Area Gathering have taken place and I am 
anticipating the South/SW Area Gathering on Saturday 
(October 21). I value these times when we have the 
opportunity to gather together as God’s people for 
worship, learning, business, 
conversation and feasting; and 
I appreciate those who serve 
as host congregations 
(Ascension, Edmonton; Peace, 
Innisfail; and All Saints, 
Calgary) and those who 
planned and coordinated each 
Area Gathering.

This year we gathered under 
the theme: “Celebrate the 
Promise: Celebrate the Hope” 
which is a phrase from a hymn 
I first heard at the Twelfth 
Assembly of the Lutheran 
World Federation in Namibia 
earlier this year.

The text of the hymn is from 
Bolivia and expresses the 
reality for those living in the 
midst of war and misery, violent oppression, doubt and 
darkness, where every turn seems fraught with new 
betrayal.

The melody of the verses, in its staccato-like sixteenth 
notes, creates the image of rapid gun fire piercing all 
around.

And the melody of the refrain, a complete contrast to the 
melody of the verses, raises in pitch to a concluding high 
note emphasizing the text: the promise of the 
Lord…where all are free. (Refrain: All together we will 

celebrate the promise of the Lord.  All together we will 
build a world where all are free).

I wondered as this theme and hymn were chosen if we 
could sing it in partnership with those in Bolivia, we who 
do not know nor live such realities…and then the police 
officer was stabbed in Edmonton and the shooting took 
place in Las Vegas and the explosion happened in 
Mogadishu…and we sang…though death is everywhere; 

we can’t escape it.  We will 
celebrate the promise.  We 
will celebrate the promise 
found in Jesus Christ.

In Christ Jesus –

Shalom,

+Bishop Larry Kochendorfer

The God of hope fill you with 
all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Romans 15:13

The hymn: En Medio de la 
Guerra: When War and 
Misery can be found within 
the Lutheran World 

Federation 12th Assembly’s “Worship, Bible 
Studies,Hymns”: 
www.lutheranworld.org/content/resource-lwf-twelfth…
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Praying with your Hand
● Put your thumb on your heart and pray for you 

family and those dearest to you.

● You lift your point finger and pray for teachers, 
doctors, social workers and people who serve 
you.

● On your tallest finger, you pray for all our leaders.

● Your fourth finger, being the weakest, you pray 
for the weak and the sick.

● The small finger reminds you that the lowly will 
be the greatest, if you follow in Jesus’ footsteps, 
so pray for yourself.
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Let’s commit ourselves like we did last year, to building 
our own reverse Advent calendar. Beginning in November  
set aside an item of food (staple goods only please!) each 
day and then bring them with you when you come to 
worship. 

We will collect the donations at each of our congregations  
and we will take it to the Flagstaff Food bank on 
December 13 in time for their Christmas Sharing program. 
Collection dates will be as follows:

Trinity - Sunday, December 3

St. John’s & Hope - Sunday, December 10

Reading the Bible
The story is told of an old man who lived on a farm in the mountains of eastern Kentucky with his young grandson. 
Each morning, Grandpa was up early sitting at the kitchen table reading from his old worn-out Bible. His grandson 
who wanted to be just like him tried to imitate him in any way he could.

One day the grandson asked, “Papa, I try to read the Bible just like you but I don’t understand it, and what I do 
understand I forget as soon as I close the book. What good does reading the Bible do?”

The Grandfather quietly turned from putting coal in the stove and said, “Take this coal basket down to the river 
and bring back a basket of water.”

The boy did as he was told, even though all the water leaked out before he could get back to the house. The 
grandfather laughed and said, “You will have to move a little faster next time,” and sent him back to the river with 
the basket to try again.

This time the boy ran faster, but again the basket was empty before he returned home. Out of breath, he told his 
grandfather that it was “impossible to carry water in a basket,” and he went to get a bucket instead. The old man 
said, “I don’t want a bucket of water; I want a basket of water. You can do this. You’re just not trying hard enough,” 
and he went out the door to watch the boy try again.

At this point, the boy knew it was impossible, but he wanted to show his grandfather that even if he ran as fast 
as he could, the water would leak out before he got far at all. The boy scooped the water and ran hard, but when 
he reached his grandfather the basket was again empty. Out of breath, he said, “See Papa, it’s useless!”

“So you think it is useless?” The old man said, “Look at the basket.” The boy looked at the basket and for the first 
time he realized that the basket looked different. Instead of a dirty old coal basket, it was clean. “Son, that’s what 
happens when you read the Bible. You might not understand or remember everything, but when you read it, it 
will change you from the inside out.

That is the work of God in our lives. To change us from the inside out and to slowly transform us into the image 
of His son. Take time to read a portion of God’s word each day. 
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All Saints Sunday will be celebrated 
on:

● November 5, 2017 at Trinity

● November 12, 2017 at Hope 
& St. John’s

Like we’ve done in the past this will be 
a good opportunity to remember 
friends and family who have passed 
away.

How Do You Hear the Gospel?
The freezing point of water is equal to the melting point. Thirty-two 
degrees Fahrenheit or 0 degrees Celsius is critical for either process. 
It all depends on which way things are going. If the temperature is 
falling, water will freeze at 32 degrees. If the temperature is rising, ice 
will melt at 32 degrees. The same temperature may either freeze or 
melt. Barely pass it, and you may get opposite results. That it is 32 
degrees outside does not indicate whether it is freezing or melting.

The same individuals under precisely the same influences may produce 
exact opposites. Sitting under the Gospel will cause the spiritual 
thermometer to either rise or fall. It is growing either warmer or colder. 
At the critical point, some hearts melt, soften, relent, yield, give way, 
begin to flow in the channels of the divine will; but other hearts congeal, 
stiffen, harden, cease their better movements, stand still like a rock. 
With a rising temperature, the Gospel is the power of God unto 
salvation; but with a falling thermometer, it becomes a stone of 
stumbling and a rock of offence.

Annual Festival of Lessons & Carols will take 
place:

December 10

  9:15 AM - Hope, Forestburg

  11:15 AM - St. John’s, Sedgewick

December 17

  10:30 AM - Trinity, Lougheed

Christmas Services
Mark your calendar with the 
following dates:

Christmas Eve - December 24

11:15 AM Eucharist Service at St. John’s,   
   Sedgewick

7:30 PM - Christmas Candlelight Service 
   at Hope, Forestburg

Christmas Day - December 25

10:30 AM - Holy Communion Service at Trinity, 
    Lougheed
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