
1

Dear Beloved of God –
Over the past several months I have participated in
three continuing education opportunities which were
each very good learning experiences.

“Shared Stories: Promising Practices in Canadian
Churches” through Ambrose University, Calgary and
its flourishing Congregations Institute.
A leadership development event for Bishops from
across North America and representing several
denominations.
The ELCA/ELCIC Bishop’s Academy which focused
on: Caring for Our Common Home with keynote
presenters: Dr. Cynthia Moe-Lobeda and Dr. Larry
Rasmussen
Continuing education is an important piece for all
rostered and lay leaders, including bishops. As a way
to remain diligent to learning goals, ELCIC rostered
ministers are expected to engage in at least ninety
hours of continuing education over each three-year
period. Rostered Ministers have you reported all your
2018 continuing education hours to ELCIC Group
Services Inc.? Members are encouraged to submit
continuing education hours, even when no funds were
used. You can report your continuing education hours
to GSI, using the CEP Expense Reimbursement Form:
www.elcicgsi.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/CEP-
Sho…
Continuing education is not just important and valuable
for rostered ministers…and bishops…it is equally as
important and valuable for lay leaders and for
congregational members.
Have you considered participating in “Pathways to
Prayer” offered through the Lay Academy at our
Seminary? Join Deacon Dr. Faith Nostbakken from our
Synod online or in person (Ascension, Edmonton and

Hope, Calgary) as we look at the Lord’s Prayer and its
invitation to intimacy with God.   Feb. 2 and Feb. 9,
2019 from 9:30am – 12 Noon.
For Registration and Payment see:
layacademy5.wixsite.com/elcicwla /prayer2
To learn more about the Lay Academy see:
www.usask.ca/stu/luther/programs-lay-academy.html
Happy learning lifelong learners!
In Christ Jesus – Shalom,
+Bishop Larry Kochendorfer
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Waters of the Jordan Valley
by Sim Lee

"As water evaporates from a lake and a river disappears in drought," Job 14:11 NLT

The same river, seas and watersheds of the Jordan Valley in Israel that we all hold dear to our hearts from the
Bible are likely to go dry by 2050 from drought and demand.1

Although water conservation is highly emphasized and enforced in Israel, their water sources, including
desalination sources, cannot keep up with the ever increasing water demands of the people, industry, mining and
agricultural.

Further, The current sustained drought (Israel received only 10% of normal rainfall last year) is also making the
water of the Jordan Valley more polluted due to increased evaporation raising the mineral concentrations.

At present, the flow of the Jordan River is 3.3 cm. instead of the normal 7 cm. and the Sea of Galilee ( el 656 feet
below sea level.) is at its lowest in 97 years.2

In addition to the drought allowing less water to flow into the Dead Sea, a portion of the existing waters of the
Jordan have been diverted directly for agricultural use since 1967, which also decreases the amount of water
flowing into the Dead Sea. Further, when the Jordanians dammed the river Yarmukh earlier, a substantial water
supply was also cut off from the Jordan Valley.

For all these reasons, the water level of the Dead Sea ( el.1,412 feet below sea level) is dropping about 1 meter
per year and is becoming even more concentrated with salt and other minerals.3

If you have the opportunity to visit this land and waters of the bible, do so if you can. The flow of waters of the
River Jordan could become a trickle in just thirty years if the drought and demands for water make it so. In reality,
there is very little natural flow in the River Jordan occurring today.

Note: These are all serious and valid concerns with great consequence for the future of Israel, yet this wonderful
nation shares and provides water to the Palestinians. All things considered, Israel's continuous efforts to be a
good neighbor to all those around her is a lesson for us all.4

1 Dead Sea, River Jordan where Jesus was baptized, shrinking fast in ‘disaster,' experts say" CP World January
03, 2019

2 The Times of Israel 6/4/17 "Water flow into Sea of Galilee at lowest level in a century"

3 Jewish Virtual Library -2018, Water in Israel: Israel’s Chronic Water

4 Key to Israel's ability to choose to provide for the water
needs of the Palestinians is a strong air defense system,
including the U.S. Iron Dome Missile Defense System,
as there is only a two-minute window to detect and
intercept any missile fired into Israel from the Palestinian
held territories. The last Iron Dome intercept of a missile
fired against Israel at the time of this writing was January
22, 2019.
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ARE YOU WISE?
by Jeffrey Hagan

I would like to take a moment to briefly discuss wisdom. Not merely a definition of wisdom, but more so the
characteristics of those who are wise and how wisdom operates in life. To start, let me be clear as to what wisdom
is not. Wisdom does not mean intelligence or a high amount of education. A wise person does not have to be
super smart or well learned. A wise person is one who is full of humility, is godly, open, responsible, and teachable.
Wise people face life head on and are willing to change their actions and attitudes as situations arise in order to
stay in tune with what is true and good. They are not only open to correction, they welcome it. They ask others
to teach them and strong relationships can be built with them through complete honesty.

Those who are wise also feel empathy for others, not just sympathy. Sympathy is merely feeling sorry for one
who is troubled over some physical, mental, emotional or spiritual issue. Empathy is feeling their pain with them.
Wise people consider more than just their own desires and feelings in any given situation. Due to these traits
held by wise people hope is always available that they will continue to grow. The time you spend with them
mentoring and teaching is a worthwhile investment because they mature allowing the relationship to grow and
blossom. Proverbs 9:8-9 is referring to this when it says, “Correct the wise, and they will love you. Instruct the
wise, and they will be even wiser. Teach the righteous, and they will learn even more” (NLT).
The best way to respond to a wise person is with more... more time, more conversations, more teaching, more
discussion. This is so because, as stated above, they are a good investment of your time and energy. Wise
people are trustworthy which allows for a relationship that one can enjoy. A truly wise person lives life by the
power of the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit and wisdom are closely connected several times in Scripture because the Holy Spirit is the source
of wisdom. In Job 32:8 we see him connecting the Spirit to discerning wisdom when he says, “But it is the spirit
in man, the breath of the Almighty, that makes him understand” (ESV). And in Ephesians 1:17 we find Paul
praying that believers receive the “Spirit of wisdom” (ESV).
Of course the ultimate example in Scripture of living by discerning wisdom through the Spirit is Jesus Christ, but

there are many other examples of believers who did
the same. Below is a biblical sampling:

“Joshua...was full of the spirit of wisdom” (Deut.
34:9).

In regards to Othniel, the younger brother of Caleb,
we read, “The Spirit of the LORD was upon him,
and he judged” (Judg. 3:9-10).
Now this was said by unbelievers in reference to
Daniel, “In whom is the spirit of the holy
gods...Understanding and wisdom like the wisdom
of the gods were found in him...The spirit of the gods
is in you, and that light and understanding and
excellent wisdom are found in you” (Dan. 5:11, 14).
In Acts 6:3 we see that early leaders of the Christian
church were “full of the Spirit and of wisdom.”
And Stephen had both “wisdom and the Spirit” (Acts
6:10).
God wants you to be wise and seek out wisdom so
that you can make healthy choices, build solid
relationships, worship Him in Spirit and in truth, and
so that you can know how to handle those who are
not wise, or to use the term often found in Scripture,
“the foolish.”
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