
November 2015 Message for Congregations and Lay and Rostered

Leaders Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ -

I thank my God every time I remember you... (Philippians 1:3).

This year I am inviting you to reflect on portions of Paul's letter, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who
are in Philippi (1:1b), as you gather for church council, adult study, youth group, coffee group and are

engaged in learning, discernment and reflection together. Relying heavily on the writings of Fred Craddock and of
David Lose, each article will include a brief reflection on a Scripture passage, questions for reflection and discus-
sion, and a prayer. I encourage you, as we begin, to read Paul's letter in its entirety in one sitting; remembering as
you read that this is a letter - of Paul - to a church.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing,
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these
things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of
peace will be with you. Philippians 4:8-9

Paul's final encouragement is deceptively simple: think on what is right, on what is good, on what is best. That's
about it. Simple, indeed.

Yet also powerful. I am regularly amazed at how much what we think about shapes how we feel. We all have a mix-
ture of memories, some of good things, some of difficult. Some of successes, others of regrets. Some of what we
are proud of, others of what most shames us. The memories that we choose to dwell on shape not only our view of
the past but dominate our present and largely define our future.

What we think about sets, in many ways, the boundaries of what we can imagine. And so Paul invites the Philippi-
ans to shape their imaginations - individually and collectively - around those things that are honorable, just, true, and
commendable.

What would it take for us to do the same? As individuals, what would it be like to practice thinking about what is just
and pleasing while at work or school, or about what is commendable and true while at home? How might that shape
how we interact with those around us? How might encouraging each other to think about what is praiseworthy
shape our relationships?

And what about as communities of faith? Can we imagine that our congregations are places that lift up before us
what is honorable, inviting us to be inspired by and promote the beauty and integrity of this life we share?
It takes time, of course, to practice to acquire the skill of thinking on what is honorable and true because, by and
large, our culture does not encourage us in this direction.

Can you imagine, for instance, the evening news being dominated by a series of stories about what is pleasing and



commendable? Sure, perhaps the occasional "character story" near the end of the program to leave us on a high
note, but for the most part the news is dominated by the axiom "if it bleeds it leads." Or what about the commercials
that sponsor the evening news and all the other television programs we watch? They definitely don't invite us to
think on what is honorable and true; rather they focus our attention on what we lack, inviting us to think about what
we don't have and about our insufficiencies and deficits. Why? Because these things induce us to buy. Honorable
and true don't sell any more than pleasing and commendable grab our attention. This doesn't mean we need to
shun popular media but that we do need to cultivate the practice of thinking beyond what we see on billboards and
screens so that we might contemplate those things that we most value.

Paul, you see, recognizes that what we spend the most time thinking about shapes, over time, who we are, what we
see, what we can imagine, and therefore what we can do.

And so he invites us to raise our sights so that we may be inspired - and transformed - by what is best in this life, for
as we do this we will experience ever more fully the peace of the God who created and gave us all those good things
in the first place.

Read and Reflect: Philippians 4:8-9 Discuss and Reflect:
What in this reading leads you to say, "I wonder about...", or, "I noticed..."
Comment on the following: It takes time, of course, to practice to acquire the skill of thinking on what is honorable

and true because, by and large, our culture does not encourage us in this direction.
Comment on the following: Paul...recognizes that what we spend the most time thinking
about shapes, over time, who we are, what we see, what we can imagine, and therefore what we can do.

Pray together: Gracious God, help us to fasten our eyes on what is best in this life and to allow these thoughts to
shape our words and deeds throughout the day. Amen.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen (Philippians 4:23).

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Ho-
ly Spirit (Romans 15:13).

In Christ Jesus - Shalom,
+Larry

The Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer,
Bishop Synod of Alberta and the Territories
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada

Spirit -Led Leadership - Hope-Filled Discipleship - Innovative Tradition - Collaborative Partnerships

What Happens on Remembrance Day?

Many people wear artificial poppies on their clothes in the weeks before Remembrance Day. Red
poppies symbolize the memory of those who died and white poppies campaigns for non-military
interventions in conflict situations. On November 11, special church services are organized. These
often include the playing of "The Last Post", a reading of the fourth verse of the 'Ode of
Remembrance' and two minutes silence at 11:00 (or 11am). After the service, wreaths are laid at
local war memorials.

The official Canadian national ceremonies are held at the National War Memorial in Ottawa,
Ontario, according to a strict protocol. A service is held and wreaths are laid by armed services representatives. In
May 2000 the remains of a Canadian soldier who died in France in World War I, but was never been identified, were
laid in the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at the National War Memorial.



Eagles in a Storm
Did you know that an eagle knows when a storm is approaching long before it breaks? The eagle will fly to some high spot and wait
for the winds to come. When the storm hits, it sets its wings so that the wind will pick it up and lift it above the storm. While the storm
rages below, the eagle is soaring above it.

The eagle does not escape the storm. It simply uses the storm to lift it higher. It rises on the winds that bring the storm.

When the storms of life come upon us — and all of us will experience them — we can rise above them by setting our minds and our
belief toward God.

The storms do not have to overcome us. We can allow God’s power to lift us above them. God enables us to ride the winds of the
storm that bring sickness, tragedy, failure and disappointment in our lives. We can soar above the storm.

The wise man wrote, “When times are good, be happy; but when times are bad, consider: God has made the one as well as the
other. Therefore, a man cannot discover anything about his future” (Eccl. 7:14). Solomon fairly well summarized life. There are good
and bad days that attend our lives. Make the best of both. When
things go well, rejoice and praise God; when they go wrong, and
adversity attacks the soul, rest on the assurance that God is there
and he cares. His goodness is shown in the providential help he
offers in time of need.

“Let us therefore draw near with boldness unto the throne of
grace, that we may receive mercy, and may find grace to help
(us) in time of need” (Heb. 4:16).

Remember, it is not the burdens of life that weigh us down, it is
how we handle them. The Bible says, “Those who hope in the
Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles.”
— Isaiah 40:31
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Since then, members of the public have laid poppies, letters and photographs on the tomb. Similar services and events
are held throughout Canada. Some schools that are open on Remembrance Day hold special assemblies, lessons
and presentations on armed conflicts and those who died in them.

About Remembrance Day

Remembrance Day marks the anniversary of the official end of the World War I hostilities on November 11, 1918.
World War I was a massive conflict was played out over the whole globe, but particularly in Europe, where troops from
Canada supported the Allied forces.

World War I resulted in the loss of huge numbers of lives amongst both civilians and military personnel. Many more
people were badly injured. The war left great emotional scars in the servicemen, who had experienced it, and in the
communities, whose sons, brothers, fathers, uncles and even grandfathers had died. Remembrance Day
commemorates those who died in armed conflicts, particularly in and since World War I.

In Canada, November 11 is officially called Remembrance Day, but it is also known as Armistice Day and Poppy Day.
Remembrance Day is commemorated in many countries, particularly members of the Commonwealth, including
Australia and New Zealand (where it is also referred to as Armistice Day). In the United States, Veterans Day falls on
the same date. In the United Kingdom, the Sunday closest to November 11 is known as Remembrance Sunday.

Symbols

Remembrance Day is symbolized by the artificial poppies that people wear and place at war memorials. The poppies
may be worn or placed singly or as wreaths. The use of the poppy as a symbol of remembrance comes from a poem
written by John McCrae, a Canadian doctor serving in the military. The poem is called In Flanders Fields and describes
the poppies growing in the Flemish graveyards where soldiers were buried.

Poppies grow well in soil that has been disturbed. They also grew in large numbers on battle fields. The red color of
their petals reminded people of the blood lost by victims of and casualties in the conflict. Some people choose to wear
white poppies to campaign for non-military interventions in conflict situations.

Other symbols of Remembrance Day are the war memorials, which are often near the geographical centre of
communities. These commemorate members of the community, who have died in military action. A particularly
well-known memorial is the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Ottawa, Ontario. The military parades held on November
11 are also symbolic of Remembrance Day.



What Is Jesus to You?

On Sunday, September 13 St. John’s had the pleasure of
a visit from Bishop Jane Alexander. During her sermon,
Bishop Jane raised an interesting question that all of us
must answer. The question for each of us is then “Who do
you say that I am?” meaning what does Jesus mean to
you.

Here are some suggestions I ran across. How do they fit
you?  Take special note of the last one.

● To the artist He is the One Altogether Lovely

● To the architect He is the chief cornerstone,

● To the baker He is the Living Bread.

● To the banker He is the Hidden Treasure.

● To the biologist He is the Life.

● To the builder He is the Sure Foundation,

● To the doctor He is the Great Physician.

● To the educator He is the Great Teacher .

● To the farmer He is the Lord of the Harvest.

● To the florist He is the Rose of Sharon, the Lily of
the Valley.

● To the geologist He is the Rock of Ages.

● To the jurist He is the Righteous Judge, the Judge of
all men.

● To the jeweller He is the Pearl of Great Price.

● To the lawyer He is the Counsellor, the Lawgiver,
the Advocate.

● To the horticulturist He is the True Vine.

● To the newspaper man He is the Good Tidings of
Great Joy.

● To the oculist He is the Light of the World.

● To the philanthropist He is the unspeakable Gift.

● To the philosopher He is the Wisdom of God.

●     To the preacher He is the Word of God.

● To the sculptor He is the Living Stone,

● To the servant He is the Good Master.

● To the statesman He is the Desire of All Nations.

● To the student He is the Incarnate Truth.

● To the theologian He is the Author and Finisher of
Our Faith.

● To the traveler He is the New and Living Way.

● To the toiler He is the Giver of Rest.

● To the sinner He is the Lamb of God that takes sin
away.

● To the Christian He is the Son of the Living God,
Savior, and Redeemer.

         Pr. Rick



FAITH COUNTRY SHARED MINISTRY 

 

~ November 2015 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  
9:30a Trinity Communion 
Service 

11:15a Bethania Communion 
Service 

2  
 

3  
7p Flagstaff Lodge Service - 
Lutheran 

4  
7:30p Animate Study Session 
- Worship Seeking God's 
Presence @ Hope 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
9:15a Hope Communion 
Service 

11:15a St. John's Eucharist 
Service 

9  
 

10  
 

11 Remembrance Day 
 

12  
10a Galahad Health Centre 
Service 

7p Hope Council meets 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
9:30a Trinity SOW 

11:15a Bethania SOW 

16  
 

17  
11a Lutheran Cluster Meeting 

18  
7:30p Animate Study Session 
- Sacraments A Tapestry of 
Traditions @ Bethania 

19  
7:30p FCSM Shared Ministry 
Council Meets at Hope 
Forestburg 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
9:15a Hope Communion 
Service 

11:15a Morning Prayer 

23  
 

24  
10a Battle River Deanery 
Meeting 

25  
7p Big Knife Villa Service 

7:45p Animate Study Session 
- Money The Joy of Sharing @ 
Hope 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
3p KHC Worship - Lutheran 

30  
 

Notes: 

 

  



FAITH COUNTRY SHARED MINISTRY 

 

~ December 2015 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1  
11:30a Killam Pastoral Care 
Meeting 

7p Flagstaff Lodge Service 

2  
7:30p Animate Study Session 
-Service The Needs Right 
Around You @ Bethania 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
9:30a Trinity Communion 
Service 

11:15a Bethania Communion 
Service 

5p Hope Christmas Diner 

7:30p Sedgewick Christmas 
Prelude - Sedgewick 
Community Hall 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
7p Hope Council meets 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
9:15a Hope Communion 
Service 

11:15a St. John's Lessons and 
Carols Service 

14  
 

15  
11a Lutheran Cluster Meeting 

16  
7:30p Animate Study Session 
-Community An Unexpected 
Family @ Hope 

17  
10a Galahad Health Centre 
Service 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
9:30a Trinity SOW 

11:15a Bethania SOW 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
7p Christmas Eve Service at 
Hope 

9:30p Christmas Eve Service 
at St. John's 

25 Christmas 
10:30a Christmas Day Service 
at Trinity 

26 Boxing Day 
 

27  
No Services in the Shared 
Ministry 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
7p Big Knife Villa Service 

31  
 

Notes: 

 

Rick
Textbox
Mark Your Calendar: service start times will rotate starting January 3, 2016.




